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the crowd. After a while this grew a heavy and
serious expense, and we find it recorded that a cer-
tain burgher of Stralsund, who knew he would be
elected to this honour, fled the city. He was, how-
ever, followed and brought back, made to accept the
post and its expenses, and heavily fined into the
bargain.

As in modern Switzerland, so in medieval Ger-
many, crossbow shooting for prizes gave another
occasion for public holiday, the different guilds turn-
ing out, with banner and music, to do honour to their
various patron saints. In such wise all adult men
were trained to warfare, though the armies of the
Hansa usually consisted in great part of hired mer-
cenaries, easily obtained for ready cash in those days,
when fighting was held a pleasure far beyond legiti-
mate work. Many records survive to attest that these
Hansa merchants were skilled in the use of dagger
and axe. One, for example, a peaceful citizen and
trader, with his own hand killed a noted pirate who
had long rendered the Baltic unsafe. The merchant
went his road, as the saying was, trusting to God and
his own right arm. " Whosoever would be a good
burgher at Danzig must be industrious both in com-
merce and arms," runs an inscription on the house of
the crossbow shooters of that city.

Later on, as the towns grew more aristocratic in
character, the gilded youth of the day had games of
their own, from participation in which the artizan was
excluded. These, in many cases, led to such riots
and uprisings of the populace against the munici-
pality as occasioned the " unhansing " of Brunswick